
Crime Victim/Survivors, Advocates, and Justice Professionals Support 
for Ms. Vanita Gupta to Serve as Associate Attorney General 

 
February 19, 2021 
 
The Honorable Charles E. Schumer  
Majority Leader  
United States Senate  
Washington, DC 20510  
 
The Honorable Richard J. Durbin 
Chairman 
Committee on the Judiciary United States 
Senate Washington, DC 20510  

The Honorable Mitch McConnell  
Minority Leader  
United States Senate  
Washington, DC 20510  
 
The Honorable Charles E. Grassley 
Ranking Member 
Committee on the Judiciary United States 
Senate Washington, DC 20510 

 
Dear Senators Schumer, Durbin, McConnell and Grassley: 
 
We are writing in strong support of Ms. Vanita Gupta as the Department of Justice’s 
Associate Attorney General.  Many of us have personal experience as victims/survivors of 
crime and all have long been advocates and providers of critical assistance services to 
crime victims/survivors.  As such, we are well aware of the importance of the Associate 
Attorney General’s (ASG) responsibilities that include direct supervision of the 
Department’s most important components that support our efforts to provide quality, 
trauma-informed care to crime victims and survivors. 
 
Ms. Gupta’s background and personal experience make her extremely qualified for this 
important position. She has served as Principal Deputy Assistant Attorney General for DOJ’s 
Civil Rights Division, as President and Chief Executive Officer of the Leadership Conference 
on Civil and Human Rights, and as Deputy Legal Director of the American Civil Liberties 
Union.  As a civil rights attorney, she provided an important voice for bipartisan national 
criminal justice reform efforts and has earned the trust and confidence of a wide swath of 
professionals in the criminal justice field. Indeed, among law enforcement leaders and the 
rank and file, Ms. Gupta has been widely praised as a consensus-builder who is solutions- 
oriented, and someone who will seek to solve problems based in common purpose. 
 
Ms. Gupta is also well aware, as are we, that victims’ rights are civil rights.  The Justice 
Department has a responsibility to not only secure those rights for victims in the federal 
criminal justice system through full, meaningful implementation of the Crime Victims’ 
Rights Act, but to serve as a model for state, local and tribal justice systems.  We are 
confident that Ms. Gupta will provide the leadership within DOJ to fully secure those rights 
in a strong, effective and well-balanced manner. 
 
Among other responsibilities, the Associate Attorney General oversees the work of the 
Office of Justice Programs, and in particular, the Office for Victims of Crime (OVC), as well 
as the Office on Violence Against Women (OVW).  Both OVC and OVW depend upon the 
Crime Victims Fund to support multiple programs, including, among others, direct victim 
assistance services, supplemental funding for state crime victim compensation programs, 
response to incidents of mass violence and terrorism, and enforcement of crime victims’ 
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rights.  We know that Ms. Gupta is aware of the current dire condition of the Fund and, as 
Associate Attorney General, will be well positioned to help coordinate the Department’s 
response to this serious dilemma.  
 
We strongly urge your support for the confirmation of Ms. Vanita Gupta as Associate 
Attorney General. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Aileen Adams 
Los Angeles, CA 
 
Lenore Anderson 
Oakland, CA 
 
Amy Ashworth, PA 
Prince William County, VA 
 
Jennie Barr, PhD, LMFT 
Austin, TX 
 
David Beatty 
Bonita Springs, FL 
 
Aurelia Sands Belle, M.Ed. 
Charleston, SC 
 
Donte Bernard, Ph.D. 
Charleston, SC 
 
Buta Biberaj, CA 
Loudon County, VA 
 
Connie L. Best, Ph.D. 
Mt. Pleasant, SC 
 
Irene Blatnick 
Denver, CO 
 
Priscilla Bordayo 
Lansing, MI 
 
Ryan Brackley 
Denver, CO 
 
Robin Brassie 
Albuquerque, NM 

Pamela Ferguson-Brey 
Honolulu, HI 
 
Nyshia Brooks 
Mansfield, OH 
 
India Brown 
Cleveland, OH 
 
Lavina Bryant 
Cincinnati, OH 
 
Terry Burnside 
Peoria, IL 
 
LaDonna Butler 
St. Petersburg, FL 
 
Russell Butler 
Dunkirk, MD 
 
Juan Pablo Chavez 
Tampa, FL 
 
Connie Clery 
Newtown Square, PA 
 
Carla Kmett Danielson, Ph.D. 
Mount Pleasant, South Carolina 
 
Steve Derene 
Madison, WI 
 
Steve Descano, CA 
Fairfax County, VA 
 
Kevin Dolphin 
Harrisburg, PA 
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Michael Doughtery 
Boulder, CA 
 
Norm Early 
Atlanta, GA 
 
Dan Eddy 
Alexandria, VA 
 
Sharon English 
San Clemente, CA 
 
Nancy Feldman, MPA 
Littleton, CO 
 
Robin Finegan  
Denver, CO 
 
Krista R. Flannigan, JD 
Tallahassee, FL 
 
Tricia Forbes 
Austin, TX 
 
Clara Forman 
Peoria, IL 
 
Mario T. Gaboury, JD 
Old Saybrook, CT 
 
Michael Grady 
El Paso, TX 
 
Vickey Cornelison Grant 
Charleston, SC 
 
Trudy Gregorie 
Ashburn, VA 
 
David Guizar 
Los Angeles, CA 
 
Howard Gwynn, CA 
City of Newport News, VA 

 
Christine Hahn, Ph.D. 
Charleston, SC 
 
Paul A. Hanson, Jr. 
Isle of Palms, SC 
 
Rochelle Hanson, Ph.D. 
Isle of Palms, SC 
 
Jody Henry 
Harrisburg, PA 
 
James Hingeley, PA 
County of Albemarle, VA 
 
Megan Hobson 
Miami, FL 
 
Tinisch Hollins 
San Francisco, CA 
 
Jay Howell, Esq. 
Jacksonville, FL 
 
Susan Smith Howley 
Beltsville, MD 
 
Pamela Hubbard 
Cleveland, OH 
 
Teresa Huizar 
Washington, DC 
 
Angela Moreland Johnson, Ph.D. 
North Charleston, SC 
 
Michael Johnson 
Denver, CO  
 
Karen Kalergis 
Austin, TX 
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William Kellibrew 
Washington, DC 
 
Dean Kilpatrick, Ph.D. 
Sullivan’s Island, SC 
 
Janice Harris Lord, LCSW, ACSW/LPC 
Arlington, TX 
 
Jonathan Lewis 
Houston, TX 
 
Liam Lowney 
Marshfield, Massachusetts 
 
Sandra Matheson 
Bluffton, SC 
 
Dashante McCoy 
Stockton, CA 
 
Mary McGhee 
Denver, CO 
 
Karen A. McLaughlin  
Marblehead, MA  
 
JuRon McMillan 
Washington, DC 
 
Herman Millholland 
Los Angeles, CA 
 
Joel Junior Morales, CTP 
Orlando, FL 
 
Stephanie Morales, CA 
City of Portsmouth, VA 
 
Sheila Nared 
Cincinnati, OH 
 
Greg Novak 
Venice, FL 

Kevin O’Brien, Ed.D 
Washington, DC 
 
David Osborne 
Fairfax, VA 
 
Sandra Pavelka, Ph.D. 
Fort Myers, FL 
 
Joseph Plantania, CA 
City of Charlottesville, VA 
 
Brian Porter, CA 
Alexandria, VA 
 
Stanley L. Pryor 
Reedville, VA 
 
Bertha Purnell 
Chicago, IL 
 
Terricia Radcliff 
Harrisburg, PA 
 
Alyssa Rheingold, Ph.D. 
Mt. Pleasant, SC 
 
Robert Rooks 
Oakland, CA 
 
Roberta Roper 
Upper Marlboro, MD 
 
Dorothy Scott 
Harrisburg, PA 
 
Claire Ponder Selib, MSW, CA 
Brooklyn, NY 
 
Anne Seymour 
Washington, DC 
 
Deleah Sharp 
Pontiac, MI 
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Steve Siegel 
Denver, CO 
 
Patricia Smallwood MS 
LMFT LSW NCC  
Fort Wayne, Indiana 
 
Alma Dell Smith, Ph.D. 
Boston, MA 
 
Dan Smith, Ph.D. 
Charleston, SC 
 
Feletta Smith 
Jacksonville, FL 
 
John Stein, J.D. 
Newburg, OR 
 
Doris Strong 
Tallahassee, FL 
 
Bridget Stumpf 
Ellicott City, MD 
 

Elliott Saunders 
Tampa, FL 
 
Parisa Dehghani-Tafti, PA 
Arlington, VA 
 
Aswad Thomas 
Atlanta, GA 
 
Gregory D. Underwood, CA 
City of Norfolk, VA 
 
Shari Ware 
Detroit, MI 
 
Renee Williams 
Upper Marlboro, MD 
 
Qiana Wimbley 
Birmingham, MI 
 
Marlene Young, J.D. 
Newburg, OR 


